Source of material: Crystals of the title compound were obtained by recrystallization from CH2Cl2/hexane. The title compound was synthezised by the following sequence: reaction of 4-methylhydroxybenzene with fuming nitric acid, reduction of the formed 2,5-dinitro-4-methylhydroxybenzene with hydrazine, conversion of the primary amines into formamide functions by refluxing with phenylformiate in ethanol, protection of the hydroxyl function with benzylbromide and finally conversion of the formamide functions into isocyanides with diphosgene according to the method of Ugi (see ref. 1). The isocyanide formation is not possible with the free hydroxy compound. The overall yield is 25 % based on 4-methylhydroxybenzene. We reported recently on an effective way for the synthesis of Af,(9-heterocarbene complexes using the intramolecular nucleophilic attack of the hydroxy group of coordinated 2-hydroxyphenylisocyanide (see ref.
the compound are normal. The N^C separations in the isocyanide groups of 1.141(3) Â and 1.145 Â Ы1 in the range observed previously for functionalized arylisocyanides (see refs. [4] [5] [6] .
C16H12N2O, monoclinic, P\2\lc\ (No. 14), a =4.238(4) Â, b =12.276(2) Â, с =26.218(9) Â, β =93.84(5/, V=1360.9 h?, Z=4, pm =1.218 g·cm-^ R(F) =0.043, R^F^) =0.117. 
